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welcome!

We are excited to announce our return to in-person programming for Summer 2022!

At Wheelock Family Theatre (WFT), we are committed to providing
high quality, innovative, process-based theatre arts education
experiences. WFT fosters student growth, not only in theatre arts
skills, but also in essential life skills such as communication,
collaboration, critical and creative thinking, and empathy. Rooted in
child development, our continuum of theatre arts experiences is
designed to embrace the diversity of our students and offer rich
learning experiences for all ages and stages.

This summer welcomes back many of our most well-loved class
favorites, while also celebrating the launch of a whole line-up of
brand new class offerings. Exciting, right?! From Best of Broadway
to Shakespeare on the Green, physical comedy to playwriting,
Treasure Trunk Theatre to our Theatre Design Intensive...at WFT,
“Everyone is Center Stage!” - So, what are you waiting for?

Come on out and play!

Jeri Hammond
Director of Education
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about us

Our team of professional educators
and theatre artists provide a caring
and welcoming learning environment
where students work together
toward common goals and, in so
doing, develop a sense of belonging
and confidence and discover new
things about the world of theatre
and also about themselves.

Our mission is to break down
barriers so all children are able to
fully participate in our programming.
Please reach out to learn morg about
our inclusive education practices for
students with disabilities a ther
learning needs, as well as our sliding
scale tuition assistance prodram
designed to make participation
within reach for all families.
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Story Explorers

A week of creative play! Students will work together and use
their imaginations, bodies, and voices while exploring the
imaginative world of favorite storybooks. The morning will be
spent engaging in creative drama and movement and the second
half of the day will be our “Afternoon Arts Adventure” - hands-on
visual arts projects connected to the theme of the week. Themes
this summer are “Book a Trip”, “Appetizing Adventures”, and
“Lost & Found.”

programs for
grades k-1

Our full-day programs for
our youngest students
introduce the building LN
blocks of theater, visual
arts, and creative play in
a fun and supportive
B entfinal T Treasure Trunk Theatre NEW PROGRAM
demonstrations for this
’ Get ready to take an imaginative trip! Inspired by mystery objects found
in the treasure trunk, students will head off on a new adventure each day
using movement, creative problem-solving, and imaginative play. An
engaging theme charts the course for a fun-filled journey. The morning will
be spent engaging in creative drama and movement and the second half of
the day will be our “Afternoon Arts Adventure” - hands-on visual arts projects
connected to the theme of the week. Themes this summer are
“On the High Seas” and “Out of this World!”.

age group are the final
Friday of the program
at 11:30am.

Music Movers NEW PROGRAM

h Get ready to move and groove! Students will make their own music exploring rhythm
ARG and vocal dynamics such as loud/soft, high/low, and fast/slow. Through creative

0& movement inspired by favorite animals, students will explore different ways of moving

> " in a celebration of self expression. In our “Music Movers” classes, dancing to the beat of
\Nx\?f &\ 5&6@’ your own drum is encouraged! The morning will be spent engaging in music making and
'¢ e“"e( movement and the second half of the day will be our “Afternoon Arts Adventure” -

% hands-on visual arts projects connected to the theme of the week. Themes this summer are
“Barnyard Boogie” and “Jurassic Jive”.
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programs for 7}
grades 2-3 N & g

Our 1 and 2 week programs offer an exciting variety! Students will use their Actor’s S
Tools to create characters who tell stories through acting, singing, dancing, and ‘} '
design! Demonstrations for all classes in this age group are on the final Friday of
the program at 2:00pm.

Awe

Characters Take the Stage &

A fun and physical introduction to the building blocks of drama. With a theme -
selected to spark and support the creative process, students will participate in
movement exercises, story reenactments, theatre games, and more! Themes this
summer are “Comic Capers” and “Courageous Quests”.

Sing & Dance a Story

Inspired by favorite musical adaptations, students will learn to “sing a story” by using
appropriate vocal technique. They will “dance a story” by learning to use creative

movement to bring a story to life. Learning how to use creative movement will help young
actors feel more confident on stage and develop physically interesting characters. Themes
this summer are “On Land & On Sea” and “Unlikely Heroes”.

Arts Alive!

Students will let their unigue artistry out to play as they enter the artist’s studio for a week of A
creative self-expression in this new class offering. A hands-on exploration of visual art will

provide the spark for a series of drama experiences and much more! Students will share their

newfound skills and masterpieces on the last day of class. Themes this summer are “Night at the
Museum”, “Out of the Box”, and “Shoebox Theatre”.







programs for
grades 4-8

Our 1-week and 2-week full-day programs for students in grades 4-8 introduce
specialty skills and continue to build on the fundamentals of drama through a
variety of theatrical styles. Demonstrations for 1-week & 2-week programs in
this age group are on the final Friday of the program at 3:00pm unless
otherwise noted.

Make ‘Em Laugh: Comedy on Stage

What makes something funny? Learn about the structure of comedy and how
comedic actors create characters, develop comic timing, and make big and bold
choices — all designed to connect with an audience in a way that makes ‘em laugh!

Musical Theatre: Movie Musicals & Best of Broadway

An action-packed, one-week journey through scenes, song and dance numbers from
popular musicals of stage and screen! With an emphasis on developing strong
ensemble skills, this class engages all three of the student’s musical theatre skills: acting,
singing, and dancing!

Making a Scene: Devising, Writing, Acting

Students will put their acting skills to work as they rehearse short scenes with fellow
classmates. Students will focus on understanding the meaning and given circumstances of a
scene, as well as their character’s objective. Taking direction and receiving feedback will be an
important part of the work as well.






summer 2022 | June 20-24 |June 27-July 1 July 5-8 July 11-15

grades k-1

gl’ades 2-3 Arts Alive!: Characters Take the Stage: ~ Sing & Dance-a-Story:
Night at the Museum Comic Capers Unlikely Heroes
(9am to 3:30pm) (9am to 3:30pm) (9am to 3:30pm)
Tuition: $450 Tuition: $360 Tuition: $450

Play Production Jr.: The Stinky Cheeseman & Other
Fairly Stupid Tales (9am to 3:30pm) Tuition: $765

grades 4-5
all ages

Musical Theatre Production: Mary Poppins Jr. (9am to 3:30pm

gl’ddes 4'8 Final performance on Thursday, July 21 at 7PM

Activate Your Voice Make ’em Laugh: Musical Theatre:
(9am to 3:30pm) Comedy on Stage Hollywood Blockbusters
Tuition: $450 (9am to 3:30pm) Tuition: $360 (9am to 3:30pm) Tuition: $450

Theatre Design Intensive | (9am to 3:30pm) Tuition $850
gfﬂdes 6- ‘ 2 Previous experience suggested but not required

Shakespeare on the Green: Title TBA
(12 to 6:30pm) Tuition: $765 Final performance on 7/15 at 7pm

Musical Theatre Showcase: Journeys Untold
grades 9-12 (12pm to 6:30pm) Tuition: $765

Final performance on Friday, July 8 at 7PM




July 18-22

July 25-29 August 1-5 | August 8-12

August 15-19

Arts Alive!:
Out of the Box
(9am to 3:30pm)
Tuition: $450

Sing & Dance-a-Story: Characters Take the Stage: Arts Alive!:

On Land & On Sea Courageous Quests Shoebox Theatre
(9am to 3:30pm) (9am to 3:30pm) (9am to 3:30pm)
Tuition: $450 Tuition: $450 Tuition: $450

Mini Musical: Disney’s 101 Dalmations KIDS Mini Musical: Disney’s Frozen KIDS

(9am to 3:30pm) Tuition: $850

(9am to 3:30pm) Tuition: $850

) Tuition: $1120

Stage Combat:
Famous Fictional Fights
(9am to 3:30pm) Tuition: $450

Musical Theatre Production: Shrek Jr. (9am to 3:30pm) Tuition: $1200
Final Performance on Thursday, Aug 11 at 7pm

Musical Theatre: Making a Scene: Playwriting
Best of Broadway Devising, Directing, Acting  (9am to 3:30pm)
(9am to 3:30pm) Tuition: $450 (9am to 3:30pm) Tuition: $450 Tuition: $450

Theatre Design Intensive Il (9am to 3:30pm) Tuition: $1200
Previous experience suggested but not required

Shakespeare on the Green: Title TBA
(12 to 6:30pm) Tuition: $850 Final performance on 7/29 at 7pm

Advanced Performance Intensive (12pm to 6:45pm)
Tuition: $850 for students in Grades 8 to 12 by audition only
Final Performance on Friday, August 12 at 7pm




programs for
grades 4-8

Play Production
TWO WEEK PROGRAM

A chance to experience the whole production experience from beginning

to end! Students will design, produce, and perform a short, one-act play
inspired by popular book series. In this two week program, students will
spend part of each day developing and rehearsing the one-act while also
building individual and ensemble acting skills. In the afternoons, students will
receive instruction from visiting theatre design artists, and try their hand at
technical theatre elements such as prop, set and costume design. This summer’s
themes are “Mythic Quests” and “Wizarding Worlds”.

The Summer sessions were so good,
my children had an incredible time.
We're all still reliving the countless memories and
look forward to participating in future classes!

WFT PARENT



Musical Theatre Production

Focuses on coordinating the instruments of voice and body to create
dynamic musical characters. In this 3-week program, students will
participate in classes on acting, dancing, singing and puppetry each
morning, while spending each afternoon applying those to the rehearsal of a
musical production. This program is open to anyone interested in deepening
their musical theatre experience. The program will culminate in a Thursday
evening performance the final week. There are two sessions.

Session |: Mary Poppins Jr.

Based on one of the most popular
Disney movies of all time and the
Broadway musical that played for

over 2,500 performances and
received multiple Olivier and Tony
Awards nominations, Disney and

- Cameron Mackintosh's Mary Poppins
: N is capturing hearts in a whole new
vy 2 - 4 way: as a practically perfect

o b

Broadway Junior musical!
(from MTIshows.com)
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Session Il: Shrek Jr.

Once upon a time, in a far away swamp,
there lived an ogre named Shrek. One
day, Shrek finds his swamp invaded by

banished fairytale misfits who have been
cast off by Lord Farquaad, a tiny terror
with big ambitions. When Shrek sets off
with a wisecracking donkey to confront
Farquaad, he’s handed a task — if he
rescues feisty princess Fiona, his swamp
will be righted. Shrek tries to win Fiona’s

love and vanquish Lord Farquaad, but a

fairytale wouldn’t be complete without a
few twists and turns along the way.
(from MTIshows.com)
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NEW TWO WEEK PROGRAM










frequently
asked questions

How many students are in each class?

Class sizes range from 8-25 students depending on the age group, content,
and number of teachers and assistants in the class. Class size maximums are
strictly enforced to ensure the best possible learning environment for your
student. Register early to secure your spot. All classes are subject to
cancellation if minimum enrollment is not met.

Who are the faculty?

All of our faculty are professional educators and artists. Our teaching artists
work all over Greater Boston with institutions such as Actors’ Shakespeare
Project, Boston University, Emerson College, Lesley University, New Repertory
Theatre, Wellesley Rep and our very own mainstage acting company, among
others. We regularly run background checks on all faculty.

What should | bring to class?

Students in all classes should wear clothes and shoes they are comfortable
jumping, crawling, and rolling in. Additionally, some classes include messy art
projects. Students should bring a lunch, water bottle, and two small snacks
(one for mid-morning and one for mid-afternoon). Students do not have
access to a refrigerator or a way to warm food. Please note: to ensure the
safety of all of our students, we have a strict no-nut policy for both peanuts
and tree-nuts (including hazelnut products such as Nutella) and products that
“may contain” peanuts and tree-nuts. Younger students will take quiet time
after lunch and are encouraged to bring a favorite toy, book and a blanket.

What if my student wants to be in a
younger or older class?

We understand that some students thrive in an
environment including students either younger
or older than their peer group. Please reach
out to the WFT Education staff if you would
like to discuss your child’s placement.

Is there a play at the end of class?

The majority of our programs end in
demonstrations and not performances. These
sharings usually take place in your student’s
classroom and are an opportunity to showcase
the skill building that has occurred over the
course of the program. Those programs that
end in a more formal final performance are
noted in the summer grid and descriptions.

Is there tuition assistance available?

Yes! WFT has never turned away a student
from our classes for the inability to pay tuition.
For information: wheelockfamilytheatre.org/
education/tuition-assistance



Can | drop off my student early?

Beforecare is available starting at 8am and costs
$10/day or $50/week. You can sign-up for this online
or by calling a member of the WFT Education staff.

Can | pick-up my student late?

Aftercare is available for all full-day programs ending
at 3:30pm. Aftercare ends at 5pm and costs $15/day or
$75/week. Please note this is structured free-time
supervised by WFT staff. The theatre will provide art
activities, games, and play age-appropriate movies or
television series. Students are also encouraged to bring
a favorite book, toy, or game to play. You can sign-up
for this online or by calling a member of the WFT
Education staff.

How does pick up and drop off work?

Drop off and pick up occur along Pilgrim Road behind
the Theatre. A comprehensive guide to our pickup and
dropoff procedures is available on our website. If your
child needs to leave early from class, you must pick
them up from the classroom door regardless of grade.
Please refer to additional instructions in welcome
emails sent prior to the start of each program.

How do you ensure child safety?

There is nothing more important to us than the well-being
of the young people we serve. In support of that priority,
we have created a comprehensive set of practices
designed to keep children safe. Those practices have
worked for our young actors and for all of our
organization’s participants; they continue to be a
centerpiece of our culture and our day-to-day activities.
This is an area where we will never say “enough” but will
instead strive to be better today than we were yesterday
and even better tomorrow. Among the key elements of
our protections:

¢ Mandatory background checks, including criminal
history and the national sex offender database, for
every paid position prior to starting work and on an
ongoing basis;

* A “rule of 3” so that no staff should ever be alone with
a student in a private space;

e Socializing with children outside of scheduled
rehearsals, performances, classes, or WFT-sanctioned
professional activities is strictly limited;

* We are a mandatory reporting organization, which
means any staff member must report any suspicion or
knowledge of abuse or neglect.

For most updated Covid-19 protocols:
wheelockfamilytheatre.org/education/policies/
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